January 27, 2005

Mr. William Loudermilk


Mr. Dale Pierce

Regional Manager, SJVSS Region
Assistant Field Supervisor

California Dept. of Fish and Game
United States Fish and Wildlife Service

1234 E. Shaw Ave.



2800 Cottage Way, W-2605

Fresno, CA 93710



Sacramento, CA 95825

Subject:
Project 2299 - Tuolumne River Fall 2004 Pulse Flow and Article 38 45-Day Period

Dear Sirs:

The Article 38 ‘45-Day Period’ in fall 2004 began October 17 and ended November 30, as has been our standard practice in recent years.  There was prior agreement by the required parties (in my flow schedule letter of October 22, 2004) to delay the fall pulse flow period in a second consecutive year, resulting in an overlap with the 45-Day Period. The pulse flow was from October 25-31 with a scheduled volume of 1,807 AF above the minimum flow requirement of 150 cfs. Provisional flow data from the USGS gage at La Grange shows that our fall pulse flow provided 2,387 AF above the minimum requirement during that timeframe.

In accordance with Article 38, reduction in river height between the end of the 45-day period and March 31 shall not exceed four inches (0.33 feet) below the average height established during the 45-day period.  Using provisional daily flow data from the USGS gage at La Grange, we have calculated the average flow was 206 cfs for the 45-day period, which corresponds to a river height of 169.71 feet at the Old La Grange Bridge based on the USGS 1996 rating table.  The current minimum flow requirement of 150 cfs through March 31 exceeds the 105 cfs as shown on the table represented by a gage elevation of 169.38 feet.

A table of daily USGS recorded flows for the Article 38 45-Day Period is attached (ATTACHMENT 1).

Sincerely,

Robert M. Nees

Assistant General Manager

Water Resources and Regulatory Affairs

cc:
Larry Weis -- TID



Allen Short, MID


Wes Monier -- TID



Magalie Salas – FERC Secretary

TRTAC e-mail list

[image: image1.emf]October 17 - November 30, 2004 Average Flow

In Tuolumne River at La Grange

ACTUAL FLOWS (Preliminary USGS Numbers)

DATE FLOW CFS DATE FLOW CFS

------------- -------------------- --------------- --------------------

17-Oct 182 08-Nov 187

18-Oct 181 09-Nov 187

19-Oct 187 10-Nov 204

20-Oct 175 11-Nov 179

21-Oct 175 12-Nov 179

22-Oct 176 13-Nov 176

23-Oct 180 14-Nov 177

24-Oct 181 15-Nov 179

25-Oct 250 Pulse Flow Period 16-Nov 179

26-Oct 312 17-Nov 181

27-Oct 495 18-Nov 188

28-Oct 477 19-Nov 189

29-Oct 290 20-Nov 189

30-Oct 232 21-Nov 188

31-Oct 199 22-Nov 189

01-Nov 203 23-Nov 189

02-Nov 185 24-Nov 189

03-Nov 188 25-Nov 188

04-Nov 186 26-Nov 187

05-Nov 186 27-Nov 181

06-Nov 187 28-Nov 181

07-Nov 187 29-Nov 183

30-Nov 181

--------------------

 TOTAL RELEASE= 9,264                

45 day average = 205.9 cfs = 169.71 ft elevation *

Less 4 inches -0.33

-------------

   Minimum Flow = 105.0 CFS = 169.38 ft elevation *

*

 From U.S.G.S. table 22


