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March 5, 2007
Via Electronic Mail

Larry Weis, General Manager

Turlock Irrigation District

P.O. Box 949

Turlock, CA 95381

lwweis@tid.org
Allen Short, General Manager

Modesto Irrigation District

P.O. Box 4060

Modesto, CA 95352

allens@mid.org

Re:
Fisheries Monitoring Under Article 58

Dear Messrs. Weis and Short:
The Tuolumne River Preservation Trust, California Rivers Restoration Fund, and Friends of the River (collectively, “Conservation Groups”) write in support of the Fish and Wildlife Service’s (“FWS”) comments on the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts (collectively, “Districts”) Draft Fisheries Study Plan (Feb. 7, 2007).  We have reviewed the FWS’ comments and support its recommendations for revisions to the Draft Study Plan.

The Commission specified that the Modesto and Turlock Irrigation Districts (collectively, “Districts”) should develop the Study Plan in cooperation with other interested stakeholders.  See letter from George H. Taylor, FERC, to Larry Weis and Allen Short (Dec. 20, 2006).  By letter dated February 14, 2007, the Conservation Groups requested that the Districts convene an independently facilitated meeting with FWS, National Marine Fisheries Service (“NMFS”), California Department of Fish and Game (“DFG”), Friends of the Tuolumne, Inc., and Conservation Groups in order to discuss the Draft Study Plan and the remaining possibility of developing a joint study plan.  By letter dated February 22, 2007, the Districts responded that they would set the Draft Study Plan for discussion at the regularly scheduled Tuolumne River Technical Advisory Committee (TRTAC) meeting on March 8, 2007, but that they would not provide an independent facilitator.  For reasons stated in our comments on the Ten Year Report, (see e-Library no. 20050725-5060 (July 25, 2005)), a meaningful discussion of the study plan may not be had at a regularly scheduled TRTAC meeting facilitated by District staff.  Therefore, we submit these written comments on the Draft Study Plan, per the Districts’ original request.  

As stated above, we fully support the FWS’ comments and recommendations regarding the Draft Study Plan.  We agree with the FWS that the District’s Draft Study Plan does not address adequately the criteria set out by the Commission.  For example, the Districts’ proposal to study six experimental flow releases of 500 to 1,000 cfs for 3-5 days from late-January through March through 2011 is not responsive to the Commission’s request to study spring releases that reflect a more natural pattern based on water year type and evaluate high flows (> 4,000 cfs).  We further agree that the District’s should provide assurances that ten habitat restoration projects will be completed, per the 1995 Settlement Agreement.  The Districts’ study plan should include a schedule and funding strategy to complete the remaining restoration projects.  Once complete, the projects should be subject to ongoing monitoring and timely reporting to assure that the projects are operating effectively to achieve the stated objectives.  Lastly, we support using the FWS, DFG, and NMFS’ Draft Limiting Factors Analyses & Recommended Studies for Fall-run Chinook Salmon and Rainbow Trout in the Tuolumne River as a basis for further fisheries studies and monitoring under Article 58.  
Please contact Patrick Koepele ((209) 236-0330) or Julie Gantenbein ((707) 931-0034) with any questions regarding these comments or to discuss the Draft Study Plan further.  

Sincerely,
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_____________________

Richard Roos-Collins 

Julie Gantenbein 

NATURAL HERITAGE INSTITUTE

100 Pine Street, Suite 1550

San Francisco, CA 94111

(415) 693-3000

(415) 693-3178 (fax)

rrcollins@n-h-i.org
gantenbein@n-h-i.org
Attorneys for the TUOLUMNE RIVER PRESERVATION TRUST, CALIFORNIA RIVERS RESTORATION FUND, AND FRIENDS OF THE RIVER

