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May 28, 2010 (via e-mail)

Tim Heyne Kim Webb

California Dept. of Fish and Game U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 10 2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
La Grange, CA 95329 Sacramento, CA 95825

Maria Rea

National Marine Fisheries Service
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814-4708

RE: FERC Project 2299 — Revised Instream Flow and Water Temperature Study Plan
Schedules

Dear Fishery Agency representatives:

In its May 12, 2010 Order Modifyving and Approving Instream Flow and Water
Temperature Model Study Plans, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
approved the October 2009 Instream Flow and Water Temperature Model Study Plans
submitted by the Turlock and Modesto Irrigation Districts (Districts) pursuant to ordering
paragraph (F) of the July 16, 2009 Order on Rehearing, Amending License, Denying Late
Intervention, Denying Petition, and Directing Appointment of a Presiding Judge for a
Proceeding on Interim Conditions.

Because the FERC approval of the above-referenced study plans was issued four months
later than the assumed January 2010 date of the October 2009 plans, it is no longer feasible
to conduct these studies according to the original schedules. As provided for in ordering
paragraph (D) of the May 12, 2010 Order, the Districts intend to file a request for an
extension of time with the FERC by June 30, 2010.

Please see the proposed revised schedules (Attachment 1) which contain the rationale for
the proposed changes. The revised Water Temperature Modeling Study schedule reflects
only a few months change due to a later start date. However, the high degree of Resource
Agency consultation anticipated in the Instream Flow Study will require several planning
meetings and necessitates a field work schedule delay until about water year 2011, with



most high flow data collection anticipated in winter/spring 2011. Please provide any
comments to me no Jater than S p.m. PDT on Monday, June 28, 2010. Since the schedule is
accelerated, we should plan to establish meeting dates starting in August 2010 to initiate
IFIM study site selection.

This letter is also being sent electronically to other parties to the proceeding. Please
contact me at 209-883-8375 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Toford

Tim Ford
Aquatic Biologist

Cc: Modesto Irrigation District, City and County of San Francisco, U.S. Department of the
Interior, San Francisco Bay Area Water Users Association, Stanislaus Flyfishermen,
Friends of the Tuolumne, Conservation Groups, FERC staff (Gaedeke) — Portland, OR
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